In the title compound, C 26 H 20 N 2 O 3 , the two aromatic rings of the tricyclic unit are oriented at a dihedral angle of 54.53 (9) . The crystal structure displays intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding. 
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A. Dorn, D. Schollmeyer and S. A. Laufer Comment p38 mitogen activated protein (MAP) kinase is a key enzyme in inflammatory diseases as it is involved in the biosynthesis of proinflammatory cytokines such as TNF-α and IL-1β (Laufer et al. 2006) . Small molecule p38 inhibitors suppress the production of these cytokines and therefore p38 is an attractive and promising drug target for novel anti-inflammatory therapeutics (Laufer et al. 2006) . Recently, we designed and synthesized a series of p38 inhibitors based on dibenzosuberones (Laufer et al. 2006) . The title compound was prepared in the course of our studies on dibenzo [a,d] cycloheptan-5-ones as potent p38 MAP kinase inhibitors.
The structure of the title compound, at 173 (2) K has monoclinic (P2 1 /c) symmetry. In the molecule (Fig.1) , rings A (C1-C4, C14, C15) and B (C6-C11) are, of course, planar and they are oriented at a dihedral angle of A/B = 54.53 (9)°. The intramolecular C21-H21···O26 (2.66 Å) interaction stabilizes the conformation of the molecule. In the crystal structure the hydrogen bonds N17-H17···O16 (2.90 Å) and N24-H24···O26 (2.84 Å) link the molecule into double layers.
Experimental
For the preparation of the title compound a mixture of 500 mg (2.1 mmol) 2-chloro-10,11-dihydro-5H- tert-butanol and 7 ml absolute toluol was stirred for 4 h at 363 K under an atmosphere of argon. The mixture was diluted with water and then extracted with ethyl acetate. The extracts were combined, washed with saturated saline solution, dried over Na 2 SO 4 and then evaporated under reduced pressure. The residue was purified by flash chromatography (SiO 2 60, n-hexane / ethyl acetate 3 + 2) (yield: 17.2 %). Crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of a methanol / diethyl ether solution at room temperature.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms attached to carbons were placed at calculated positions with C-H = 0.95 Å (aromatic) or 0.98-0.99 Å (sp 3 C-atom). Hydrogen atoms attached to N17 and N24 were located in diff. Fourier maps. All H atoms were refined in the riding-model approximation with isotropic displacement parameters (set at 1.2-1.5 times of the U eq of the parent atom).
Figures Fig. 1 . View of compound I. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. 
